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freedom. The manufacture of printed calicoes, over which a
bitter dispute had raged for nearly half a century, was finally
permitted in 1759, and during the ministry of Necker (1776-81)
the regulations regarding the size of woollen cloths were con-
siderably relaxed. Most important of all, the Government, for
a brief period, withdrew its protection from the guilds. In
1774 Turgot, a friend of the physiocrats and a confirmed
believer in industrial liberty, became controller-general. Among
the outstanding measures of his brief ministry was his edict of
17765 extinguishing the monopoly of the guilds. elt is per-
mitted', said the first article, 'to all persons whatsoever, even
to unnaturalized foreigners, to exercise throughout the whole
kingdom and in our good town of Paris every kind of trade and
profession that seems good to them and even to combine
several trades.' The edict professed a robust faith in the efficacy
of freedom to ensure industrial capacity. 'We shall not be
deterred from this act of justice by fear lest a crowd of artisans
take up work of which they are ignorant and deluge the country
with inefficient work. Where liberty has prevailed, it has not
produced these evil results.'

Turgot's sagacious measure proved premature. The storm
of opposition produced by this and other proposals forced the
king to part with his minister (May 1776). His policy was
reversed, and the guilds were re-established, shorn, however,
of some of their worst abuses. But the respite allowed them was
brief. The Revolution with its emphasis on individual liberty
and its hatred of privilege sealed their fate. When the question
of their continuance came to be discussed in the National
Assembly, hardly a voice was raised in their defence. A law
abolishing their monopoly was carried in 1791 without opposi-
tion. Entry to all trades and professions became free, subject
to the purchase of a licence (patenti) which was merely an
annual tax and no evidence of technical capacity. With the
guilds went, a few weeks later, the whole system of industrial
encouragement and inspection set up by Colbert. The corps
of inspectors was dissolved, and the privileges granted to the
manufactures royales were cancelled.